
Amanda Dealy Haverstick is a highly respected legal writing coach, author, and former Big Law 
litigator with over 25 years of experience in the legal field. She is the founder of Writing Law Tutors 
LLC, where she coaches lawyers and law students to improve their legal writing and overall law 
school performance. 

Education and Credentials 

●​ Harvard University: Bachelor of Arts, cum laude, in East Asian Studies (1991). 
●​ Boston College Law School: Juris Doctor, summa cum laude, Order of the Coif, Executive 

Editor of Law Review, and author of a published student Note (1996). 

Professional Background 

●​ Litigation Experience: Amanda spent two decades as a labor and employment law litigator 
at major firms, including Proskauer Rose (NYC), Morgan Lewis (Philadelphia), and Reed 
Smith. She also served as in-house counsel for The Hershey Company. 

●​ Academic Roles: She has worked as a career consultant at the University of Pennsylvania 
Carey Law School and as a visiting professor teaching appellate advocacy at Drexel School of 
Law. 

●​ Legal Writing Coach: Amanda now focuses on legal writing coaching for both attorneys and 
law students, helping them develop clarity, conciseness, and confidence in their writing. 

Author and Thought Leader 

●​ Book: Amanda is the author of Dear 1L: Notes to Nurture a New Legal Writer, a collection of 
nurturing letters, tactical how-to’s, and advanced legal writing tips for law students. The 
book is widely praised as a trusted supplement for navigating the first year of law school and 
beyond. 

●​ Online Presence: She is a prominent voice on LinkedIn, where her “Dear 1L” series has 
amassed over 42,000 followers. Her posts provide practical advice, encouragement, and 
insights into the unwritten rules of law school and legal writing. 

Teaching Philosophy and Impact 

Amanda is known for her compassionate, approachable style and her commitment to empowering the 
next generation of lawyers. She is praised for her ability to break down complex legal writing 
concepts and for her dedication to mentoring students and young attorneys17. Testimonials 
consistently highlight her supportiveness, responsiveness, and the meaningful impact she has on her 
clients’ academic and professional journeys. 
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https://writinglawtutors.com/
https://www.spiveyconsulting.com/blog-post/dear-1l-podcast/


Personal Background 

Amanda lives in the suburbs of Philadelphia with her husband, who is a managing partner at a 
Philadelphia law firm, and their three daughters. She enjoys writing, tennis, and spending time with 
family and friends. 

In summary: Amanda Dealy Haverstick is a veteran legal writing coach, bestselling author, and 
former Big Law litigator, renowned for her expertise in legal writing, her mentorship of law students 
and attorneys, and her widely followed “Dear 1L” series and book. 
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