
xiv xv

Expanded Contents PART I: THE SUMMER BEFORE LAW SCHOOL 

Ch 1 Lists to Get You Ready

1.1 Pre-law prep 

1.2 Try my three-point, high-energy plan 

1.3 Ten ways to become a better legal writer

Ch 2 Legal Writing 101

2.1 Get ready for a big change

2.2 Think about your reader

2.3 Aim for three goals

2.4 Budget time for the fall memo now

2.5 Lawyers have some wacky ways of writing things

Interlude No. 1: Grammar tune-up

PART II: 1L FALL

Ch 3 Getting Your Bearings

3.1 Avoid a “disorientation” week

3.2 Don’t worry about cold calls

3.3 Get ready for a braggart brigade

3.4  You should “outline” your way

3.5 Befriend a lonely 1L today

1

9

15

21

27

29

33

35

37

43

47

51

55

59



xvi xvii

Ch 4 Midterms

4.1 IRAC exams: what are they?

4.2 Make friends with practice questions

4.3 What to do if you fail a midterm 

4.4 You learned to swim!

4.5 How to beat mid-semester brain fog

4.6 Class prep is for cowards

Interlude No. 2: Ditch the “which” this Halloween

Ch 5 The Memo

5.1 How to do thorough case-law research 

5.2 Avoid a “dicta trap”

5.3 How to organize your cases

5.4 Legal analysis: what is it?

5.5 Budget your time—times ten

5.6 Save time with the Flowers Paradigm

5.7 Your reader wants to hear from you
5.8 Six ways to slog thru legal-writing fog

5.9 The memo is a bear for everyone

5.10 Defined terms: two caveats

5.11 Proofread multiple ways

5.12 Don’t flout the formatting rules

5.13 Do your headnotes float?

5.14 Sample Memo

Interlude No. 3: Don’t develop a Demi Moore adverb problem

Ch 6 Fall Writing Tips 

6.1 When to capitalize “court”

65

67

69

71

73

77

81

89

91

95

97

99

101

105

109

113

115

119

121

123

125

127

131

6.2 “Here” and “there” go everywhere

6.3 A “company” is an “it,” not a “they”

6.4 The comma goes INSIDE the quotes, OK?

6.5 Lawyers use two commas where others don’t

6.6 Legal Comma Guide

6.7 Let’s get “i.e.” and “e.g.” straight, shall we?

6.8 Never forget this “id.” rule

6.9 How to use the verb “cite”

6.10 Avoid common mishaps

Interlude No. 4: Three questions to avoid over break

Ch 7 Doctrinal Exams

7.1 IRAC exams: what are they again?

7.2 How a case proceeds in the real world

7.3 Try wearing two hats in every exam 

7.4 Who should win this driveway caper? 

7.5 Create an exam ritual

7.6 Try this last-minute shortcut

7.7 Should you pre-write your rule statements?

7.8 Most 1Ls start issue-spotters the wrong way

7.9 Eight bullets for better exam essays

7.10 Nine steps to outline an exam essay

7.11 IRAC {CREAC} Essay Template

Interlude No. 5: Introduction to 1L summer jobs

PART III: 1L SPRING

Ch 8 January Jump-Start

133

135

137

139

141

143

147

149

151

155

161

165

171

175

179

181

183

185

187

191

195

201



xviii xix

8.1 Gain perspective on fall grades

8.2 Learn the law-school curve

8.3 Take inspiration from Justice Kagan

8.4 How to boost spring grades

8.5 Banish January blues

8.6 You don’t need politics for Con Law

Ch 9 The Brief

9.1 Summary judgment primer and sample sentences

9.2  How to find model briefs

9.3 You never really know a case until you try to write about it

9.4 Always give a case’s procedural posture and who won

9.5 The problem with “the court found”

9.6 Sample CREAC transition phrases

9.7 Table of Contents: the most important part?

9.8 Statement of Facts: don’t let it read like a rap sheet

9.9 Introductions: the hardest part to start 

9.10 Introductions: what to include

9.11 What goes in an “umbrella paragraph”?

Interlude No. 6: Ten ways to slay your oral argument

Ch 10 Spring Writing Tips

10.1 “Because” is trouble after a negative verb

10.2 Can a preposition end a sentence?

10.3 Take care with “as” clauses

10.4  “As such” does not mean “therefore”

10.5 Nothin’s comprised of nothin’

10.6 The Terminator Rule

10.7 Was that “affect” or “effect”?

207

211

213

215

217

219

223

227

229

233

237

239

243

245

249

253

257

259

265

269

273

277

281

285

287

Ch 11 Elevate Your Writing Style

11.1 Let’s talk sentence length

11.2 “Thus” and “therefore” have a request

11.3 “However” is a snoozy sentence-starter

11.4 “Utilize” won’t make you sound smart

11.5 Only snoots say “prior to”

11.6 Don’t be willy-nilly with “while”

11.7 Don’t use “since” to mean “because”

Interlude No. 7: An em-dash how-to

Ch 12 Editing Shortcuts

12.1 Beware of wordy ways to say “because”

12.2 Minimize your expletives

12.3 Shorten “in order to”

12.4 Cut “the fact that”

12.5 Try the “need not” sentence-shortener

12.6 Five hacks to cut words

12.7 More sultry sentence slicers

12.8 Try my editing P-E-N

Interlude No. 8: Tackling the law-review competition

PART IV: GETTING A JOB

Ch 13  Resumes

13.1 Why your resume needs to be perfect

13.2 How to align your employment dates

13.3 Aim for brevity in your experience entries

13.4 Generalities will get you nowhere

291

295

299

305

309

311

315

319

325

327

331

333

335

337

339

341

343

351

353

355

359



xx

13.5 Form can matter more than substance

Interlude No. 9: Cover letters: be different!

Ch 14 Writing Samples

14.1 How to create a writing sample

14.2 Include a short cover memo

Interlude No. 10: Is Times New Roman (TNR) dead?

Ch 15 Interviews

15.1 Preparation

15.2 Interview tips

15.3 Don’t do my downplay dance

APPENDICES

Appendix A: Additional Titles

Appendix B: Grammar Glossary

Appendix C: Sample Memo

Appendix D: Global Cheat Sheet

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

361

363

369

373

377

381

383

387

392

394

398

409

415

DEAR 1L


